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SUBJECT: FRENCH-TURKISH NAVAL EXERCISES 

REF: IZMIR 0077 (DTG 120830Z MAR 76) NOTAL 

1 . AFP MARCH 12 QUOTES TURKISH RADIO AS SAYING FRENCH- 
TURKISH NAVAL EXERCISE HAD SUCCESSFULLY TAKEN PLACE IN 
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2. WE HAD INFORMAL OPPORTUNITY CHECK STORY WITH QUAI 
DIRECTOR MEDITERRANEAN AFFAIRS GELADE, BEFORE RECEIPT 
IZMIR'S REFTEL, AND FOUND HIM MILDLY IRRITATED OVER PUB- 
LICITY TURKS HAD GIVEN TO WHAT HE DESCRIBED AS A MINOR 
COURTESY EXERCISE ("EXERCISE DE PASSAGE"). GELADE CON 
FIRMED THAT FRENCH PARTICIPATION IN THIS NAVAL "GESTURE" 

IN CONNECTION IZMIR NAVAL VISIT WAS COUNTERPART TO 
SIMILAR RECENT COURTESY EXERCISE WITH GREEK NAVY. GELADE 
EMPHASIZED THAT HOLDING OF SUCH COURTESY EXERCISES WAS 
ROUTINE, SUBJECT TO THE DISCRETION OF LOCAL NAVAL 
COMMANDERS AND WAS NOT PART OF ANY GREEK OR FRENCH- 
TURKISH UNDERSTANDING ON NAVAL COOPERATION. GELADE 
FEARED TURKS MAY BE PUBLICIZING EXERCISE TO CREATE 
UNBALANCED IMPRESSION VIS-A-VIS GREECE. 

3. COMMENT: WE HAVE NO REASON TO QUESTION GELADE'S 
INTERPRETATION BUT WOULD WELCOME ANY COMMENTS EMBASSY 
ANKARA, OR OTHER ADDRESSEES MAY HAVE ON THIS NEW SHOW 
OF FRENCH NAVAL ACTIVITIES IN EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. 
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